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The last few months have been difficult for me, and I 
struggled with sharing this with all of you, but decided 
that I needed to do this to honor the memory of my 
sister and so many others. I would like to dedicate this 
newsletter to my sister, Karyn, who died recently. I 
would also like to dedicate this edition to the memory 
of Danny, Patty, Cheryl, Kerry, Katie, Jason, Kirsten, 
Jillian, Michael, Carol, Patricia, Petty, Lou, Helen, 
Roslyn, Arnold, Maurice, Rachel, Jeffrey, Steven, Sandy, 
Jessica, George, Stephen, Ricky, Joey, Dianne, Roger, 
Linda, Scott, Artie, Sheldon, Bonnie, Tony, Diane, Susan, 
Donald, Art, Martin, Tommy, Price, Amy, Andrew, 
Johnny, Alex , Marjorie, Leigh and all that I may have forgotten, who have passed 
away during my years at ECCR. All of these individuals have had a significant impact 
on the lives of so many people, including mine. 

I have been thinking a lot about the impact my sister, Karyn, had on my life, and 
thought I would share that with you, as well as the thoughts of other family members. 
Having a sister with a disability was a blessing, as well as a burden, at times. It may 
sound harsh to say that, but I think that most siblings would agree with me.  Growing 
up in a family of six children was a blessing too, but also had its challenges. We never 
had much money, and my parents were stretched in a million directions. Having a 
sister with health and developmental issues was a drain on my parents, I’m sure. I am 
thinking this in hindsight, because it didn’t feel like a burden growing up.  Our home 
was filled with joy, laughter, music, good food and friends. Karyn was part of the 
family and she was never left out of anything. As an adult, I learned to appreciate all 
that my parents endured. I asked my siblings to tell me how she impacted their lives 
and my brother Kurt said, “It is very humbling to know how grateful Karyn was for the 

Liz and Michelle with their family.

Jimmy & Judi

Karyn and Jayne with their family.
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things she had and always was able to remain positive despite her many obstacles in life. It has made me a more tolerant 
person, as well. I feel I am truly blessed to have a sister like Karyn and I will always keep her close to my heart.”

I spoke with Judi, sister of Jimmy, and she was grateful to be asked about her brother and had lots to share. Among 
her thoughts were that her brother “is a special gift. He teaches us so many things including responsibility, caring and 
compassion, patience, selflessness, and respect for all human beings. These are things that are learned by all generations in 
a family, from oldest to youngest. The individual helps foster a close and loving family”.

Another family member, Liz, also had many stories to share about her sister, Michelle. Michelle is the youngest of eight 
children, and her siblings ranged in age from 1 ½ to 16 years old when she was born. Liz felt that there was a lot of tension in 
her home, and her parents had little time for the rest of the children since they were so busy with Michelle. But, she describes 
her as “God’s grace in Michelle’s life was that she was a gentle, emotional, childlike person, frozen somehow within a five 
year old outlook and behavior. Our mother wanted Michelle to be included, to be as normal as possible. All of us complied 
with her wishes as much as possible in an attempt to please our Mom and assist with Michelle. Michelle was the cross we 
sometimes bore. Sometimes they were wonderful and sometimes embarrassing, but Michelle was attached and sewn into 
our hearts by a great sense of family.”

Family members have chosen professions of service as Nurses, Law Enforcement officers, 
Social Workers, Teachers, Church volunteers, Missionary for people with disabilities, and 
Director of a non-profit serving people with disabilities. They are giving back and using skills 
they learned from living with their sibling to help others. Most of the family members I spoke 
with learned responsibility and tried to carry on in the place of their aged or deceased parents. 
We know that we don’t have the same experiences as a parent, and certainly don’t profess to 
know what that is like. 

My sister, Pam, feels that she is a better person by learning patience and kindness from Karyn. She also felt that she taught 
her daughters that “everyone is special despite their disabilities” and that “Karyn had a great impact on their lives and 
hopefully their futures”.  She also felt guilty that she couldn’t always be there to help or know the right things to say. 

My sister, Pat, agreed that Karyn taught us all so many things- not just  each other, but our spouses and children, as well. 
“She loved us unconditionally, even while losing our patience with her at times. She had a smile and you could make her 
laugh even while she endured so many health issues. The world would be a better place if we could all be like her”.

Another sibling to one of our residents shared her thoughts.  “As a parent myself, I look back and marvel at my parents’ 
strength and commitment to our family.  I’m sure their marriage suffered due to the struggles they encountered and just the 
process of accepting that they had a “handicapped” child in a time when no one talked of such things.   My parents didn’t 
“put him away” as if he didn’t exist.  They accepted my brother and in doing so taught us acceptance and self sacrifice.”

I recently read an excerpt from the book Riding the Bus with My Sister, by Rachel Simon. It is an enlightening book 
about one woman’s experience and reconnection with her sister, Beth, who has a 
developmental disability. One of our family members commented that she could write 
a book on the impact her brother has had on her life. I think we all could, given the 
time and talent.

In closing, Judi said it so well; “We learn to appreciate God’s gifts in every sense.  
We learn that God provides in all situations.”

Through Siblings’ Eyes continued
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GETTING IT “RIGHT”
By Pastor Susan Dorward, Chaplain

Raising Cheerful Givers

I was sitting on a swing waiting for divine 
guidance.  I needed it- I would be preaching 
in 6 different churches over the next 7 weeks 
and had a funeral service to prepare.  At that 
moment, I will admit I was a little overwhelmed 
and welcomed some divine inspiration.  

There was a breeze that would kick up and 
whip my hair around my face. This breeze 
made my hair tickle my nose and stick to 
my eyelashes. How dare these distractions 
happen as I’m trying to soak up God’s help?  
As I defiantly continued to sit there trying to 
meditate, I realized that breeze was becoming 
more than a mild annoyance.  I was thinking, “I 
wish this breeze would stop so I can listen for 
God’s voice of reason” when all of a sudden I 
heard a peal of exuberant laughter.

The laughter came from one of our residents.  
He was walking to his group home which is 
on the main campus. I looked over from my 
perch to see his face lift with the next breeze 
and heard his laughter ring out again.  

You see the breeze that was causing me a more 
than mild annoyance must have delighted 
something within him.  

It’s all in how you experience things.  I was 
hoping to be lead by the Spirit to profound 
thoughts.  He just grabbed it and enjoyed it. 
Maybe we place too much emphasis on being 
in the right place, in the right setting, and in 
the correct sitting position.  We try to clear 
our minds from the busy thoughts that are 
whirling around so that the Holy can come in.  
Maybe we put too much into getting it right 
instead of just lifting our face and delighting in 
the Lord.  Jesus tells his disciples in Matthew 
18:3 “I tell you the truth, unless you turn from your 
sins and become like little children, you will never 
get into the Kingdom of Heaven.”

Our residents have this uncanny habit of 
teaching me these very difficult lessons.  The 
next time you want to experience God- go 
outside and just lift your face and let God 
shine upon you or tickle your nose in a breeze.  
Allow yourself to delight in the Lord as he 
delights in you. 

This seven-part series is geared toward parents and grandparents who want to 
help children grow into generous, joyful givers.  The series also offers practical 
steps to teach children how to handle money. 

Part 3 – ALLOWANCE: A TEACHING TOOL

This is third in a series of articles on “Raising Cheerful Givers”. Helping our children 
understand financial principles will not only help them manage their money, but 
also become joyful stewards.

As Howard Dayton states in his book, Your Money Counts, “Learning to handle  
money one step at a time is part of a child’s education, a part that parents cannot 
leave to teachers but must direct themselves.” We can begin helping them make 
wise choices at an early age.

When children are too young to “work”, children need a source of money that  
enables them to learn how to save, spend and share. One such source is an  
allowance. 

Ideally, allowances should not be tied to chores, but you may consider paying  
children to do tasks for which you might otherwise pay someone else. This can be 
a great opportunity to teach them about the connection between work, tithing and 
money and help them develop a sense of pride and responsibility in being compen-
sated for achieving a hard-earned goal.

Some general guidelines: Many parents start with one dollar per week for kinder-
gartners and go up by one dollar per year through elementary school. As your 
child enters high school and becomes eligible for outside employment, it is a good 
idea to discontinue allowances during summer vacation because this will probably 
motivate your teen to earn some of his own money by having a summer job.

When it comes to money, many times parents find it difficult to keep a good  
balance of giving to their children but also encouraging them to pick up more of 
the responsibility. This is a personal decision each parent needs to make given the 
age and maturity of their child. However, the most important thing you can do is 
to have a plan that is clearly communicated to your child before a crisis of wills  
occurs. If we always give, give, give to our kids, someday they will experience a 
rude awakening.

Clearly, over-indulgence with things can hinder the development of a child’s  
character and quickly destroy the need for initiative and motivation.

In our affluent society, many of us are giving our kids so many things and spending 
so much on them, that we may be spoiling their chance of growing into responsible 
adults. The best response: an allowance. Once your kids have discretionary money 
of their own, you can begin to say to your child, “If that is what your really want, 
when you’ve saved enough money, I’d be happy to drive you to the store.”

Reprinted by permission: Barnabas Foundation, Tinley Park, IL
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46TH ANNUAL
Saturday, Septmeber 24, 2011

10:00 - 4:00
Wyckoff Municipal Field

RIDES GAMES

FOOD
CRAFTS

VENDORS

OLLIE BOLLIN

SPONSORS
TD Bank, Atlantic Stewardship Bank, USI, 
Cedar Hill Nursery, Visbeen Construction, 
Wilenta Carting, Wyckoff  Suburban News

DUTCH CHEESE

FUN FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

PONIES

TYE DYE
PUMPKIN PAINTING

Registered Vendors listed on www.eccretreat.org
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Contributions  We thank those who have honored the Eastern Christian Children’s Retreat by making a 
contribution.  All contributions will be acknowledged with an appropriate letter and listed in 

Outreach.  Gifts may be given for the general work of the Retreat or a specific purpose.  Please make check payable to Eastern Christian Children’s 
Retreat and send to 700 Mountain Avenue, Wyckoff, NJ 07481.  (Please accept our apologies for any mistakes or inadvertent omissions in the following listing.)

CONTRIBUTIONS - (April - June 2011)

HONORARIUMS (April - June 2011)

Daniel & Kristen Asencio
Facio Barboza
Betty Blom
Blue Moon Mexican Café
Christian Reformed 
Church of  Midland Park
Robin DiPadova
Richard & Susan 

Denekamp
David & Patricia DeRose
Ruth DeVos
Joseph & MaryJane 

Dittmar
Vincent & Edna Donnelly
Linda Douma
Englishman Paving 
Specialists

Amy Everett
Faith Community CRC

First Reformed Church of  
Pompton Plains

David Flitcroft
Donald & Martina 

Hagedorn
Marjorie Handelmann
Elsie Hommes
Glen Rock Savings Bank
Knights of  Columbus 

#3962
Gordon & Shirley Kuipers
Grace United Methodist 

Church
Peter Mace
William & Jessie Martin
Donald Mastin
Elizabeth McLain
Daniel Minkema
G. Keenen & Joan O’Brien

Old North Reformed 
Church

Harold & Janice Post
PSE&G – Power of  
Giving:

William Belnavis
Stephen Dobos
Charles Kowalski
Michael Lee
Michael Sudia
George Taylor
Daniel VandeVrede
David Weatherington
William Winsor
Stephen Worob

Pompton Plains Reformed 
Bible Church

Preakness Valley United 
Reformed Church

Reformed Church 
Women’s Ministries

William & Mary Seventko
Sixth Reformed Church
Adrian & Claire 

Slootmaker
St. Paul’s Roman Catholic 

Church
Dean & Debra Steyling
Kjellaug Tangen
Anthony & Marie Terruso
United Way of  Tri-State/
Truist

Frank Trigo
Helen Valenta
Marguerite VanHook
Thomas & Christine 

VanLenten
Thomas & Doris 

VanTassell

Audrey VanDerWende
Edward & Greta Wilson
Edna Wissing

BEQUESTS
Estate of  Margaret Hahn
Estate of  Marinus 

TenHoeve

DESIGNATED GIFTS
James & Susan Dorward
Kelly Groenwal   
Lynn Pruiksma  
Unico of  Lodi  

PARENTS’ PARK
Harry Kaptein

BEEFSTEAK
Corporate Technologies
PNC Bank

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
MARK BELANGER
Mom & Family

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
THERESA BUSHMAN
Gerry VanDenHerik

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
BRUCE & MARY ANN 
CALABRO
John Calabro

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
MARIANNE CINO
Paul Cino & Linda Nasta

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
DAVID DE KOEK
Edene Hofman

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
KELLY DE PIRO
William & Patricia Goedecker

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
JOAN & ED DOHERTY
Lisa & Steven Beslity

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
ERIN  FELLDIN
Robert & Doris McKinney

HAPPY 50TH ANNIVERSARY
JOHN & KATHI HARNIG
Lawrence & Elaine Averbeck
Charles & Ellen Gibbons
Kathleen Harnig
Steve & Daun Hook
Mary Kennedy
Donald & Frances Leitgeb
Erica Lobascio
Andy & Pat Lohr
John & Roxann Massaro
Richard & Geraldine Mazanek
Jim & Loretta Mc Kenna
James & Mary Mueller
Arthur & Emilia Nalven
Bob & Jackie Pepper
Marc & Jayne Press
Joe & Gloria Rorro
Nicholas & Jeanne Rosser
Walter & Juliana Ruddy
Maureen Rushin
Thomas & Maryanne Smith
Joseph & Ellen Tanzola

HENRY MC NAMARA
Wyckoff Chamber of 
Commerce

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY
LUCY MARRO
Frances Houlday

OUR FRIENDSHIP
LUCY MARRO
Stella Vietrogoski

ALEXANDER MUTZ
Gilbert & Linda Weeden

HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY
SARENE OSENGA
Sarene Osenga

HAPPY 50TH ANNIVERSARY
JACKIE & BOB PEPPER
Jane DeNoble
John & Kathi Harnig
Wilma Kohere
Jeanne Smith

JENNY PIEL
Vincent & Audrey Piel

CONGRATULATIONS 
SCHOLASTIC AWARD 
#1 SENIOR MATTHEW 
ROMARY
Edna Wissing

HAPPY EASTER
BARBARA SCHAEFFER
Susan Hollenbach

BARBARA SCHAEFFER
Matthew & Frances Schaeffer

HAPPY 75TH BIRTHDAY
WILLIAM SIEGERS
Joan Besemer

ALEXIS ANN SNOWMAN
Carol Goodrich-Anchak

HAPPY 50TH ANNIVERSARY
DON & MARILYN SPORN
Bob & Jackie Pepper

HAPPY 90th BIRTHDAY
JOHN VAN BUITEN
Hank & Lori Groenewal

ELSIE VANDER WEIT
John & Ruth Husselman

HAPPY 50TH ANNIVERSARY
DONALD & GERDA  
VAN GROUW
Charles & Betty Wigfield
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MEMORIALS  (April - June 2011)
ALAN ACKERMAN
Jennifer Ackerman
Mary Barnes
Brian, Brenda & Conor Bertollo
Judy Caffiero
Christian Reformed Church of 
Midland Park
Evelyn Crawford
Catherine Decker
Jim & Elaine DeRitter
Jacob & Frances Dykhouse
ECCR Ladies Auxiliary
Madeline Herman
Holland Christian Home 
Association
Barbara King
Linda & Barry Krantz
Ruth Knyfd
The Matson Family
Amelia Mellor
Lou & Gert Obaytek
Joseph & Teresa Rigolio
Mario Rigolio
Louise Rohner
Cornelis & Marie Tanis
Marie Teitsma
Catherine Unger
Richard & Helen VanHassel
Michael & Barbara Zakur

ANGELA BERNDT
Brigitta Berndt

BERNHARD BERNDT
Brigitta Berndt

JOAN BERRY
Joseph & MaryJane Dittmar
Rosemary Yawdoszyn

JAMES BERRY
Joseph & MaryJane Dittmar

ROGER BESEMER
Joan Besemer

MARY JO BOYNE
Edna Wissing

WILLIAM & WINIFRED 
BUSHMAN
Jennifer Bushman

CATHERINE CALABRO
John Calabro

DOUGLAS CHAVERS
David & MaryAnne McDermott

NICOLE CONNOLLY
Stephen & Janine Allen
Philip & Marilyn Arnone
Broderick Family
Maureen Christani
Cicero Family
Devanna Family
Christine DeVirgilio
Fadini Family
Jay & Irene Giles
Patti, Peter, Pete & Matthew 
Hurley
Helen Kane
Kathleen Keating
Kevin & Laurel Kruse
William Kruse
Margaret Lastique
Lewis Family
Marie Lin
Marscovetra Family
Morasse Family
Morin Family
Nucifora Family
Janet Obert
O’Dell Family
Salvatore & Cristina Palmieri
Michael & Kathleen
Poalillo Family
Rapp Family
Jeanne Seitler
Stella Family
Donald & Dianne VanDerVeen
Anne Vogel
Weidmuller Family
Andrew & Lori Wisnovsky
Wrocklage Family

VIRGILIO D’ARCHI
Frances Houlday

EUGENE DUFFY
Donald & Carol Pfleger

JEANETTE DUNNING
John Dunning
Marilyn Dunning & Alan 
Jacobson
William Pierson

MARY ALICE FALZO
Frances Houlday

MICHAEL FERRARO, SR.
John & Kathi Harnig

JEFFREY GATES
Lynn Dashevsky

TARA HANSEN
G. Keenen & Joan O’Brien

CAP & RUTH HARTOG
William Hartog

GEORGE & ELSIE 
HAZEKAMP
Judith Hazekamp

DAVID HEMKES
Jack & Emma Copeland
Bernice Hemkes
Gordon & Lois Kline

STEVEN HEROLD
Ron & Dolores Ostrow

LAWRENCE HUDAK
G. Keenen & Joan O’Brien

KIRSTIN KAPTEIN
Helen & Mark Belanger

GEORGE KIRSCHBAUM, JR
Helen Kirschbaum

LINDA LARSON
Gerald & Christine Christensen
Dudley & Judy Robinson

MAE RITA LAVEZZO
John & Kathi Harnig

DONALD LUCAS
Cornelis & Marie Tanis

MARIE MARONE
Timothy & Claire Abel
Daniel & Kristen Asencio
Bruce & Mary Ann Calabro
Stephen & Joanne Calabro
Roberta Catino & Family
Paul Cino & Linda Nasta
Diane DePiro
Linda DePiro
Dennis Dorry
Edward & Barbara Dorry
Brian Goedecker
Jeff Goedecker & Marlene 
DelCarpio
William & Patricia Goedecker
Tim & Karen Haas

Mark & Denise Kozminsky
Barry & Cheryl Kozyra
Maria Reilly & Family
Frank & Marilyn Romano
Roy & Abby Shulman

JOHN MARTELLO
Frances Houlday

GERRY MATTARAZZO
Frances Houlday

BRUCE MC CURDY
John & Kathi Harnig

KERRY O’BRIEN
G. Keenen & Joan O’Brien

KARYN OHLSON 
Administration Staff of ECCR
Tom & Melanie Anthony
John & Elizabeth Avanzato
Charlotte Beers
Terry & Letitia Burke
Theresa Bushman
William & Marilyn Bushman
Michele Campbell
Barbara Castello
Charles & Cathy Clinton
Lura DeLorenzi
John & G. Helen DeMario
Ronald DeWaalMalefyt
Joseph & Mary Jane Dittmar
James & Susan Dorward
ECCR Board of Directors
Paul & Joan Ekstrom
Linda Felldin
Paul & Nina Filardo
Charles & Ellen Gibbons 
Alison Gordon
Robert & Doreen Grembowitz
John & Kathi Harnig
Virginia Henderson
Steve & Daun Hook
Mark & Cherie Iacono
Alec & Jessica Lisk
MaryAnn Martello (Lucy Marro)
Oonah Mason
John & Roxann Massaro
Simon & Veronica Maweu
Kathleen Mulvihill
Kristina Munson
Mark & Marie Nordyke
Bob & Jackie Pepper
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MEMORIALS  (April - June 2011)
KARYN OHLSON 
Louis Piccoli
Andrew & Joan Press
Joseph & Katherine Pursley
James Putt
Kenneth & Erika Remsen
Ronald & Sharon Romary
Frank & Bonnie Ross
Ken & JoAnn Ryan
Anthony & Linda Shay Scavone
Matthew Shay Scavone
Charles, Sarah, Hannah & Caden 
Scott

Barbara Schaeffer’s Family
William & Mary Schaeffer
Gail Seville
State Farm Insurance 

(Personal Property Team)
Douglas & Vicky Struyk
Marie Thorpe
Elsie VanderWeit
Vincek & Petrocci Architects
Kenneth & Sharon Visbeen
William & Marybeth Warner
William & Donna Wesley
Walter & Judi Williams
Kevin & Julie Zacharewicz

THERESA PASCOCELLO
John & Kathi Harnig

MAJORIE PASS
Lynn Dashevsky

MRS. RAKOVSKY
Marilyn Bresnak

BRUCE RODGERS
Marilyn Bresnak

JOYCE RUIT
Janis Kammeraad
Mark Kammeraad & Family
Melissa Kammeraad-Brown & 

Family

AL RUITENBERG
Case & Bella Tanis

ROBERT SHOCKLEY
Bill & Mary Schaeffer

JOHN & SUE SIEGERS
Joan Besemer

ADELE SORESE
Dorothy Balkema

JAMES SWEENY
John & Kathi Harnig

EDWIN SWEETMAN
Emma Sweetman

PATRICIA TARTA
Arthur & Mary Ann Bandini
Roman Academy of Beauty 

Culture

MARGARET (PEG) 
TEMPLETON
Floyd & Rae Vollinger

PATRICIA TROTTA
Geraldean Hoffner-Canova

NANCY VAN GENDEREN
Len & Ruth Dykstra

JEFFREY WALDRON
John & Marjorie Waldron

REGINALD F. WARDLEY
Marilyn Gerhart
Harry Kaptein

WILLIAM WISSING
Ronald & Sharon Romary

CAROLE ANN WITTE
William Witte

DOROTHY WITTE
William Witte

The Eastern Christian Children’s Retreat is 

a private, non-profit organization created 

to support individuals with a broad range of 

mental and physical disabilities.  The sincere 

desire of the founders and the Board of 

Directors is that each individual, according to 

her/his hopes and needs, have the opportunity 

to achieve personal growth and a meaningful 

life.   Such a life will be marked by giving to 

and receiving from others, exercising choice 

in important aspects of life, and experiencing 

incorporation into the larger community 

through work, recreation, worship and a place 

of residence.  A caring, skilled and dedicated 

staff minister to the residents, guided by our 

Christian calling and principles.

Mission Statement

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS 
by Kimberly Salles

One June 2, ECCR celebrated the wonderful volunteers 
who share their time and talents with us at the Volunteer 
Appreciation Brunch.  

Maya Angelou once said, “I've learned that you shouldn't 
go through life with a catcher’s mitt on both hands.  You 
need to be able to throw something back.”  I thought of 
all the volunteers at ECCR when I read that.  We are truly 
blessed to have so many people who “throw back” and  
support ECCR.  Caring about others and giving of our-
selves is something that we all embrace.  I know that so 
many people volunteer for other organizations also.  A 
quote by Elizabeth Andrew comes to mind, “Volunteers do 
not necessarily have the time; they just have the heart”. 

Thank you to everyone for sharing your time, smiles and 
love with our residents.  Because of you, they are able to go 
to sporting events, out for a meal, to a parade, to the park.  
Because of you, they have some one-on-one time to hear a 
story, have a conversation.   Because of you, therapy dogs 
come and bring a smile.  Because of you, funds have been 
raised, more people are aware of the Retreat, our events 
are successful.  All because you care. 

This year the theme of National Volunteer Week was  
Celebrating People In Action.  We are honored to be  
celebrating each of the ECCR volunteers.  Your actions 
make a difference, thank you for volunteering.  "When you 
open your heart to volunteering, angels fly to your door."

Thank you to all the volunteers.  

Remember 
ECCR in 
your estate 
planning

The 2nd Annual ECCR Luau was held 
in May.  The backyard of the Bushman 
Building was transformed into a tropical 
oasis thanks to the recreation department.  
Palm trees, grass skirts, leis, and bubbles 
adorned the area.  DJ Bob Kern made sure 
everyone felt like they were in Hawaii.   It 
was a wonderful evening for the residents, 
families, staff and friends.  Aloha!
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