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Sally F. was honored at the NJACP Community Star Dinner 
on May 25 at the Westin Princeton at Forrestal Village.  

The staff at ECCR chose Sally as this year’s recipient for many 
reasons.  Following is her nomination letter.  

Sally has been living at the Eastern Christian Children’s Retreat 
since March 1973.  Sally is a 47 year old non ambulatory woman.  
She communicates by pointing, using a communication board, 
some signs and some word approximations.  She has the use of her left arm.  

When Sally moved to the Retreat she spent much of her day sitting in her wheelchair.  
She tried to maneuver the chair using her left arm but did not succeed in going very far.  
So she basically stayed where she was placed, depending on staff members to bring her 
to her meals and activities.  Interactions were limited and mostly based on need.  In the 
spring of 1981 she received a power wheelchair.  She learned to operate it fairly quickly.  
She was motivated to move about to get to leisure activities and to get to her meals.  
When Sally began to move about independently, it became apparent that she was much 
more capable than previously believed.  Staff began to interact with her differently and 
she began to blossom.

Later she began using a picture symbol communication board.  She was able to learn 
how to communicate more effectively.  Several years later she moved to a group home on 
the ECCR campus and now lives with seven other women.  She has the run of the house 
and enjoys being helpful taking care of her home.  She has been attending a day program 
that, until recently, was based in the community.
Sally participates in worship services at ECCR.  She greets any guests that come to 
Worship with us and says goodbye to each guest as she leaves.  Many times she is the 
highlight of the service when she dances to the music.  Many of our musical guests really 
get a kick out of her and feel energized by her enthusiasm.  She is personable, warm, 
welcoming, and she shows that people with disabilities can enjoy life. 

Sally has matured into a woman who is strong willed and perseverant.  She enjoys music 
and loves to dance.  She takes pride in her appearance and likes to take care of her 
looks.  She will enjoy a compliment every now and again as well.  She has developed 
many friendships over the years with her peers at home and in her day program.  She has 
several special friends among staff and peers as well.

SALLY IS THE ECCR 
COMMUNITY STAR
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A MESSAGE FROM THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

By Jayne Press The ECCR Ladies’ Auxiliary hosted the Annual 
Fashion Show and Dinner on May 10 at the 
Brownstone Inn.  It was a wonderful evening.  
Thanks to the hard work of all members of the 
Auxiliary they were able to award over 80 door 
prizes!  As always, the fashions from Dress Barn 
were beautiful.  We look forward to next year.  
Thank you to all the members of the ECCR Ladies’ 
Auxiliary. 

FASHION SHOW  
HELD ON MAY 10

ECCR Ladies’ Auxiliary Members
Tret Bushman, President

Jean Kort, Treasurer
Dottie Balkema, Secretary

Trina Ackerman
Mary Barnes

Lorraine Englishman
Gerry Hooyman

Ruth Junta
Barbara King

Ruth Schwaner
Emma Stanivukovich

Meme Terpstra
Gerry Vanden Herik
Betty Vander Plaat
Helen Van Hassel

Clare Van Oudenaren
Corinne Verduin
Carol Waldeck

Sally’s Community Star Dinner 2011

The cover story of this edition truly highlights “why we do 
what we do”! Sally was chosen this year as the Community 
STAR to represent ECCR at the NJ Association of 
Community Providers dinner. Each year the staff nominates 
several individuals and vote to select the “STAR”. Although 
we would like to select all of the individuals we serve, we 
can only choose one each year. I have been fortunate to have 
attended most of the dinners in past years and attended the 
event last night. The staff, Sally, and I drove to Princeton 
and really enjoyed the event which celebrates the spirit 
and accomplishments of each “STAR”. Sally was beaming 
and definitely appreciated all of the special attention, loved 
“dancing” to the music and of course, loved the food! It is 
an event that reinforces the need to remember and recognize 
accomplishments, no matter how small. 

The Ladies Auxiliary again organized and hosted the Annual 
Fashion Show to benefit ECCR. Many of the women in 
this organization have been a part of the ECCR since the 
beginning, almost 46 years ago. They are truly committed 
individuals to stay with an organization for so long. God 
has blessed us with such dedicated women. In addition to 
volunteering at ECCR, many of these women volunteer at 
local hospitals and nursing homes. 

In addition to the long term volunteers, we have many long 
term donors. Our list of donations is long again; a testament 
to the generosity of our donors and long time friends. The 
donations this year have allowed us to continue to offer 
Chaplaincy services to the residents, as well as providing 
special equipment for the residents. We have been able to 
purchase new furniture for a few group homes and a new 
van for one of the Lodges. Our operating costs are always 
increasing, and the donations make it possible to bridge the 
gap in funding and allow us to purchase needed items or 
provide necessary services. I am thankful to the Lord that all 
of you have helped us to continue our mission and for helping 
us remember every day “why we do what we do”!
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GOD’S HARVEST
By Pastor Susan Dorward, ChaplainThis seven-part series of articles is geared toward parents and grandparents who want to 

help children grow into generous, joyful givers. The series also offers practical steps to 
teach children how to handle money. 

Part 2 – THE VALUE OF WORK

This is the second in a series of articles on “Raising Cheerful Givers”. Helping our chil-
dren understand financial principles will not only help them manage their money, but also 
become joyful stewards.

According to a 2003 study, students who worked in high school are much more likely to 
achieve their financial goals and be knowledgeable about money than those who did not. 
Working in high school and college, to the extent that it doesn’t interfere with school-
work, seems to pay off later in life. Children can begin to understand the value of reward 
for work at a very young age.  The fact of the matter is that the value of work is much more 
than just monetary. 

Teaching your child the value of work builds character. Children will grow up with more 
respect for the value of money and what is required to earn it. It also teaches diligence. 
Diligence is a work ethic that means you do the task set before you to the best of your 
ability in a timely fashion. Diligence encompasses honesty, purpose, energy, exce l l ence 
and working heartily. “Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than 
for men.” (Col. 3:23)

When they are too young to “work”, children need a source of money that enables them 
to learn how to save, spend and share. One such source is an allowance. Sometimes there 
is debate among parents of whether an allowance is good. Some may feel that children 
need to understand that as part of a family, they do chores simply for the benefit of the 
family community. While contributing help to the family unit is very important and right, 
parents may miss the opportunity of a valuable teaching tool if there is no allowance.

Have you ever been in the store when your child eyes the toy that represents the latest 
hot “toy craze” or technological gadget that he really needs and he needs it now? Do you 
hold your ground and simply respond, “No” as you prepare to once again do battle with 
the crankiness that follows? Or, do you smile and ask your child, “How soon will you have 
enough money to buy it?”

Whether the money is given or earned, the money is theirs. If they choose to blow the 
money on the ugliest (in your eyes) and most expensive shoes in the store, let them do it. 
When they are short on cash, they will realize the benefit of a wiser decision. Keep telling 
yourself that the eason your children are receiving money is because you want them to 
learn to manage it.

In our next issue, we will further discuss the idea of allowances.

Reprinted by permission: Barnabas Foundation

Raising Cheerful Givers

I came across this garden planting 
tip on the Internet a couple of weeks 
back.  It caught my eye because 
I love to garden.  The author was 
stated as “unknown”, but I think they 
are onto something.     

First, plant 5 rows of (P’s)
Prayer 
Politeness 
Perseverance
Purity
Persistence

Next, plant 3 rows of Squash:
Squash gossip
Squash criticism
Squash indifference 

Then, plant 6 rows of lettuce:
Let us be faithful
Let us be unselfish
Let us be loyal
Let us be truthful
Let us be respectful
Let us love one another

No garden is complete without 
turnips:

Turn up for church
Turn up with an open heart and a 
smile
Turn up with a new idea 
Turn up with a new determination 
to serve the Lord and finally 
Turn up with the conviction that 
God has a word for you!

We pray that you include ECCR in 
your planting this spring 
and all through the year!   

The Eastern Christian Children’s Retreat is a private, non-profit organization created to 
support individuals with a broad range of mental and physical disabilities.  The sincere desire of 
the founders and the Board of Directors is that each individual, according to her/his hopes and 
needs, have the opportunity to achieve personal growth and a meaningful life.  Such a life will be 
marked by giving to and receiving from others, exercising choice in important aspects of life, and 
experiencing incorporation into the larger community through work, recreation, worship and a 
place of residence.  A caring, skilled and dedicated staff minister to the residents, guided by our 
Christian calling and principles.

Mission Statement
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46TH ANNUAL
Saturday, Septmeber 24, 2011

10:00 - 4:00
Wyckoff Municipal Field

RIDES GAMES

FOOD
CRAFTS

VENDORS

OLIE BOLLIN

Volunteers & Vendors Currently Being Accepted  
Contact Kimberly if  you are interested, 201-848-8005 ext 230  
or kimberly1@eccretreat.org.   
Registration forms available on www.eccretreat.org

DUTCH CHEESE

FUN FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

PONIES

TYE DYE
PUMPKIN PAINTING
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Contributions  We thank those who have honored the Eastern Christian Children’s Retreat by making a 
contribution.  All contributions will be acknowledged with an appropriate letter and listed in 

Outreach.  Gifts may be given for the general work of the Retreat or a specific purpose.  Please make check payable to Eastern Christian Children’s 
Retreat and send to 700 Mountain Avenue, Wyckoff, NJ 07481.  (Please accept our apologies for any mistakes or inadvertent omissions in the following listing.)

CONTRIBUTIONS - (January - March 2011)
Atlantic Stewardship Bank
Behnke’s – Paramus Bldg. Supply
Bethany Reformed Church
Betty Blom
Brownstone Quilters Guild
Gerald & Jane Cassidy
Cedar Hill Christian Reformed 

Church
Jacoba DeLooper
James & Beth DeSimone
Ruth DeVos
James & Susan Dorward
Ebenezer Netherlands Reformed 

Church
First Reformed Church of 

Hawthorne
First Reformed Church of 
Pompton Plains
Free Reformed Church
Linda Gately
Grace United Methodist Church

Elsie Hommes
Robert & Anne Hutcheon
William & Donna Jacoby
Jasper & MaryAnn Koster
Donald Mastin
Robert & Mary McDowell
Elizabeth McLain
Medco Employee Giving 
Campaign:

Amy Aldighere
Netherlands Reformed 

Congregation
Oakland Women’s Club
G. Keenen & Joan O’Brien
Julia Papen
PGA Tours, Inc
Pompton Plains Reformed Bible 

Church
PSEG – Power of Giving:

Anonymous
William Belnavis

Stephen Dobos
Michael Lee
Michael Sudia
George Taylor
David Weatherington
William Winsor
Stephen Worob

Preakness Valley United 
Reformed Church

J. Michael Price
Reformed Church Women’s 

Ministries
William Reynolds
Leila Ross & Kevin 

Sincavage
William & Mary Seventko
Robert & Lorraine Terruso
United Way of Tri-State/Truist

Brian Goedecker
Marguerite VanHook
William VanNiewal

Gerald & Donna Veenstra
Verizon Foundation
Debra Wagner
Wanaque Reform Church
John & Janet Weis

BEQUESTS
Estate of Marinus Ten Hoeve
Estate of Evelyn J. Rizzo

DESIGNATED
Catholic Human Services 

Foundation
James & Susan Dorward  
Susan Hollenbach
James Putt
Norman Richardson 

OUTDOOR FACILITIES/
PARENTS’ PARK:
MEMORY OF PATRICIA TARTA
Andy & Megan Sherman

HONORARIUMS (January - March 2011)

HAPPY 90th BIRTHDAY
THERESA BUSHMAN
Lucy Marro

HAPPY 89th BIRTHDAY
JOHN CALABRO
William & Patricia Goedecker

MARY ANN DE KOEK
Residents of Bldg. 6, Randolph House

KELLY DE PIRO
Daniel & Kristen Asencio

HAPPY 90th BIRTHDAY
JOHANNA MULDER
Steve & Jane Mulder

ALEX MUTZ
Catherine Dingfelder

KUIPERS FAMILY
Janice Hoogenhuis

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
MARY ANN MARTELLO
Frances Houlday

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
G.KEENEN & JOAN O’BRIEN
Anne Kelly

WILLIAM REYNOLDS, SR.
St. Matthew Evangelical Lutheran 
Church

ALAN RICE & HOLLY 
WESTCOTT
Howard Curtis

JOSEPH & KATHERINE RICE
Howard Curtis

PHIL & JOANNE RICE
Howard Curtis

LEILA ROSS & FAMILY
Michael & Eva Sandler

HAPPY 50th ANNIVERSARY
THOMAS & THERESA ROTH
Joseph & Nancy Anderson

HAPPY 80th BIRTHDAY
NORMAN RUSSO
William & Mary Schaeffer
Sisters of St. Joseph

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
BARBARA SCHAEFFER
William & Mary Schaeffer

HAPPY 50th ANNIVERSARY
BILL & BERNICE SIEGERS
Joan Besemer
Minnie Siegers
Anna Snoop
Herbert & Esther Snoop
Bill & Catherine Telgen

HAPPY 70TH BIRTHDAY
ARTHUR STOKES
John & Joyce DeHaan

PETER & BETSY VAN LOON
Howard Curtis
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MEMORIALS  (January - March 2011)
JOHN BAGGE
John & Kathi Harnig
Robert & Jacqueline Pepper
Ron & Sharon Romary
Peter & Christie Rutherford

DIANE BERRY
Patricia Sullivan

JAMES BERRY
Kathryn Malast

JOAN BERRY
Kathryn Malast

JENNIE CORRADO
Stephanie Benson
John & Carmelina Connolly
Michael & Diane Dudiewicz
Elizabeth Genaro
Philip & Carol Hofer
Joseph Lisciandrello

DREW DE MATTEO
Steve & Daun Hook

HELEN DUFFY
Dorothy Balkema

TOM EGAN
John & Kathi Harnig

RIN FIELDHOUSE
John & Kathi Harnig

CAP & RUTH HARTOG
William Hartog

DANIEL HEMKES
Bernice Hemkes

STEVEN HEROLD
Ronald & Dolores Ostrow

BEVERLY KAPLAN
The Beslity Family

HARRY KING
ECCR Ladies Auxiliary
Barbara King
Richard & Helen VanHassel

THOMAS KING
John & Kathi Harnig

SHIRLEY KRUITHOF
Arthur & Eleanor Kruithof

DEREK LEENTJES
Steven & Laura Gorter

LYNN MAKARA
Esther Snoop

THOMAS MALONE, JR
G. Keenen & Joan O’Brien

PETER MANOS
G. Keenen & Joan O’Brien

CHARLES MARCUS
Dorothy Balkema

JOSEPH  
MC DONOUGH
John & Kathi Harnig

DOLORES MOORE
Gabriel & Maryanne 

Fedorko

KERRY O’BRIEN
G. Keenen & Joan O’Brien

ARVID OHLSON
John & G. Helen DeMario

LAWRENCE PALLANTE
The Beslity Family

JASON POPE
Steve & Daun Hook
John Pope

JOYCE RUIT
Robert & Leslie DeJong
Eaton Steel Bar Co.
Patrick & Grace Marie Gallo
Monica Infosino
Robert & Lynn Macauley
William & Audrey Rentiers
Kenneth & Kimberly Ruit
Staff of the YWCA of 

Bergen County
Patricia VanPutten

JOHN & SUE SIEGERS
Joan Besemer

RUTH SIEGERS
Sandra Hemkes

CLEOTA SIMMONS
Walt & Judi Williams

JAN SNIJDERS
Christopher & Frances 

Houlday

PATRICIA TARTA
Cub Scout Pack No. 105
Grace Dau
John & Ann Durante
Henry & Karyle Goldstein
Alfonso & Therese Liguori
Anna Liguori
Robert & Filomena Lindsay
Anthony & Stacey Maalouf
Louise Momary
Maria Papazoglou
Randolph & Deborah Peters
John & Janine Pojedinec
Richard & Mona Sherman
Charles & Hattie Williams

BARBARA ULRICH
Frank & Sandra Ulrich

JOANNA VERMEULEN
Marv & Ireena Meeter

CHARLOTTE VOLLINGER
Floyd & Rae Vollinger

LOUIS ZOLLI
Robert & Barbara Scola

Estate Planning
ECCR is pleased to announce 
our partnership with the 
Barnabas Foundation.  The 
Barnabas Foundation provides 
planned giving and estate 
planning services to Christian 
ministries.  

Do you have questions about 
estate planning, tax laws,  
charitable giving, or bequests?  
Let us help.  To set up a no-
fee consultation please contact 
201-848-8005, ext 230 or 
kimberly1@eccretreat.org.

Stay Connected with ECCR

Visit us on the Web:
www.eecretreat.org

Like us on Facebook:
Eastern Christian  
Children’s Retreat

Follow us on Twitter:
ECCRetreat

Staff Members Roberta Gillespie, Laura Lupica  
and Kourtney Mack.

Personalize a paver for Parents’ 
Memorial Park.  This is a great 
way to acknowledge someone or 
remember an event.  
Small pavers are $75 and large 
are $150.  Contact the office for 
more information.

Put a Paver in Parents Park
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BEEFSTEAK- (October 2010 - March 2011)
Anonymous

Atlantic Stewardship Bank

John & Elizabeth Avanzato

Irene Baker

Dorothy Balkema

Bank of America

Lawrence Barnet

Braunius Bros., Inc

John & Melanie Braunius

Theresa Bushman

Grace Cardell

Caldwell Scale & Conveyors

Michele Campbell

Rosemary Carney

Cedar Hill Nursery, Inc

Claire Chaparian

Christian Health Care Center

Paul Cino & Linda Nasta

B. Daley

James & Elaine DeRitter

Kenneth & Jill DeWaalMalefyt

Ronald DeWaalMalefyt

Robert & Leslie DeJong

Donald & Barbara Densel

Allen & Carol Dob

Timothy & Tamara Lee

Dubuque

Lorraine Englishman

Wendy Fattorusso

Linda Felldin

Robert & Claire Feulner

Howard & Ellen Forstrom

Brian Goedecker

William & Patricia Goedecker

Louis & Susan Graglia

Paul Graupe

Renee Green

Gary & Sue Healion

John & Gloria Hryncewich

Hook, Smith & Meyer

Roy Hulsebos

Steven & Beverly Hulsebos

Costas Ipsilantis

K&S Construction Group, LLC

Harry Kaptein

Kenneth & Leanne 

Kleinmanns

Darlene Klopman

Marinus & Judith Koppenal

Jasper & Mary Ann Koster

Margaret Kutner

Sandra Lascari

Jeffrey & Cherylynn Leach

Steve & Tricia Markham

Lucy Marro

Alan & Carol Mateo

George & Barbara Mazor

Daniel Minkema

Jeffrey & Theresa Moeller

Mayra Moreano

Keith Mormile

Edward & Lorraine Mott

Mary Mulhern

Edward Nieuwenhuis. Jr.

Peter O’Donnell

Robert & Alice Oostdyk

Robert & Rhonda Oostdyk

Todd Polyniak

Post & Kelly Electric Co, Inc

Premier Risk Management

Joyce Priestner

Joseph & Katherine Pursley

Kenneth & Erika Remsen

David Rose

Steven Rose

Wilbur Rose

Peter and Tracy Rosky

Leila Ross & Kevin Sincavage 

George & Beverly Schaaf

James & Kathy Schappert

Nicholas Siderias

Frank Spoelstra

Emma Stanivukovich

Richard Steverwald

Dennis & Diane Stripe

TD Bank

Alfonso & Barbara Teresi

Amelia Terpstra

USI Insurance Services, LLC

Gerry VanDenHerik

Leonard & Alyce VanDerStad

Betty VanEeuwen

Richard & Helen VanHassel

David & Lindsay VanSchepen

James & Deborah 

VanSchepen

Gerald & Trina Veenstra

Vincek & Petrocci Architects

David & Cynthia Visbeen

Visbeen Construction

Richard & Kathy Vriesema

Jeff & Susan Vroom

Carol Waldeck

Steve Warcola

Kent & Lisa Wardley

Walter & Judi Williams

Russell & Donna Zuidema

Silent Auction Donors

Allendale Bar & Grill

Avanti Salon

Blue Moon Mexican Cafe 

The Brick House

Burke’s On Old Hook

Cafe Amici 

Cuisine by Christine O’Keeffe

Enterprise Rent A Car

Ellen Forstrom

Hair & Us

Harvest Bistro & Bar

Iron Horse

Kids Stuff

Kraft Foods

Leonard Kreusch Wines

Maggiano’s Little Italy

Marcello’s Ristorante

Market Basket

Monkey Bars/John Driesse

Portrait Hair Design

Marc & Jayne Press

Shortway’s Barn

Skinplicity

The Stable

Starbucks, Wyckoff

SuperDome Sports

Kenn & Sharon Visbeen

Visbeen Construction

Westwood Movie Theater

A NEW CAR Thanks to the generosity 
of the Florence Christian 
Home, the ECCR has a 
new van!    This donation 
makes is possible for us to 
transport more ambulatory 
residents.  We are blessed 
to have such wonderful 
friends.  Thank you!  

Jayne Press, Robert Oostdyk, Jr &  
Timothy Babjak

The Annual Beefsteak Dinner & Silent Auction 
was held on March 1 at the Brownstone Inn.  Over 
400 people joined together to support ECCR.  The 
evening was filled with good food, fellowship and 
laughter.  Outgoing Board of Directors President, 
Bob Oostdyk, Jr. was recognized for his service.   
Thank you to everyone who attended and  
supported the event.  
Please see the list of 
auction donors above.  

We are looking forward 
to seeing everyone 
next year on March 13, 
2012.

BEEFSTEAK DINNER & SILENT AUCTION
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Wyckoff, NJ 07481
Address Service Requested

Dated Material

Mark Your Calendars

40th Anniversary 
Gala

May 2012

More information  
to follow.

ECCR WISH LIST
We maintain a Wish List for many of the things that would help us at 
ECCR.  Listed are a few items.  

Gift cards for restaurants, clothing stores, craft stores
New computer equipment 
Office supplies (copy paper, printer toner, pens, etc)
Board Games
Funds towards the renovation of Hilltop Group Home
Funds towards replacing the windows in the Bushman Building
Patio furniture for the lodges

If you are interested in supporting any items on the wish list please 
contact Kimberly Salles at 201-848-8005 or kimberly1@eccretreat.
org or simply note “Wish List” on your donation. 


